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To eitherof the Constablesof the Town of Acton, Greetings:

In the nameof the Commonwealthof Massachusetts,you areherebydirectedto notify the legal votersof
saidTown of Acton, qualified to voteat Town Meeting for the transactionof town affairs,to meetin the
R. J. Grey Junior High School Auditorium, 16 CharterRoad, Acton, on Thursday,May 10, 2007 at
7:00 PM for a Special Town Meeting,by posting a copy of this Warrantby you attested,at eachof the
placesasdirectedby voteof the Town, fourteendays atleastbefore the tenthdayof May 2007,thenand
thereto acton the following article:

ARTICLE I ESTABLISH TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE PERMITTING
(Two-thirdsvote) OF WIRELESSCOMMUNICATION FACILITIES

WHEREAS,the U. S. Congressenactedthe TelecommunicationsAct of 1996 (the “Telecom Act”) to,
among other things, remove regulatory barriers and encourage competition among wireless
communicationscompanies to promote the development of nationwide wireless communications
networks;

WHEREAS,in responseto the efforts of the wireless industry to site wirelesscommunicationsfacilities
throughoutMassachusettsfollowing the enactmentof the TelecomAct, the Town addedSection3.10 to
the Town’s Zoning Bylaw to regulate the siting, construction, size and modification of wireless
communicationsfacilities within thegeographicalboundariesof the Townof Acton (“Acton”);

WHEREAS,sincethe Town first adoptedsaid Section3.10, the wirelesstelecommunicationsindustryhas
experiencedrapidly evolving technology, a demand for a substantiallyexpandedrange of wireless
communicationsservices,anda resultingincreasein demandfor siting additionalwirelessfacilities;

WHEREAS,many Acton residentsandpublic officials havebecomeconcernedthat saidSection3.10 and
the Town’s related land use regulationscurrently in effect are no longer adequatefor the appropriate
regulationof such changingwireless communicationsindustry,nor do they provide sufficient definitive
criteria with which the Town’s PlanningBoard and ZoningBoardof Appealscan properly evaluateand
conditionthe siting anddcsignof thesenew generationsof wirelesstelecommunicationsfacilities;

WHEREAS,believing it prudentand appropriatefor theTown to addressthe aforesaidconcerns,on April
10, 2007,Town Meetingvotedto askthe Town’s Boardof Selectmento form a committee(the“Wireless
Study Committee”) to conduct a comprehensivestudy to review, re-evaluateand consider possible
amendmentsto the current provisionsof the ZoningBylaw governingthe permittingand constructionof
new wireless communicationsfacility towers to adequatelyand appropriatelyaddressthe aforesaid
concerns;

WHEREAS. the Town believes that a temporary moratorium on the further filing and processingof
permit applications for new wireless communicationsfacilities proposedto be sited within Acton that
currentlyrequire a specialpermit from the PlanningBoardundersaid Section3.10 is necessaryto allow
the Wireless Study Committee sufficient time to undertakea comprehensivestudy and analysiswith
respectto regulating the siting within Acton of wirelesscommunicationsfacilities and, if appropriate,
developproposedamendmentsto said Section 3.10 and other applicableprovisionsof the ZoningBylaw
andlor other applicable laws and regulationsgoverning land use within Acton that will update the
regulation of, including hut not limited to, the location, height, size, appearanceand other aspectsof
wirelesscommunicationsfacilities;

NOW, THEREFORE,BE IT RESOLVED that the amendmentto the Zoning Bylaw set forth below be
adoptedto establisha temporarymoratoriumon the issuanceof permits for wireless communications
facilities proposedto be sited within Acton in order for the Town to update its zoning and land use



policies governingwirelesstelecommunicationsfacilities to be able to addressthe demandsofthe rapidly
changingwirelesscommunications industry.

IN FURTHERANCE OF THIS RESOLUTION, the following changesto theZoning Bylaw ofActon are

herebyenacted:

Add the following newSection3.11 to theZoningBylaw:

“Section 3.11 Temporary Moratorium on Wireless Communications Facilities Including Towers,
AntennasandRelated Equipment used for Transmitting or ReceivingTelecommunicationSignalsWithin
in theTown.

3.11.1 Purposc

The puiposeof the temporary moratorium is to give the Town time to conduct a comprehensivestudy to
review, re-evaluateand considerpossibleamendmentsto the current provisions ofthis Bylaw governing
the permitting and construction of new wireless communications facility towers to adequatelyand
appropriately addressthe concernsof the Town that such current provisions ofthis Bylaw are no longer
adequatefor the appropriate regulations ofthe rapidly changing technologiesandservicedemandsof the
wireless communications industry in a manner consistentwith the Federal TelecommunicationsAct of
1996(the“Telecom Act”).

3.11.2 Justification

Therehavebeen significant changesin the federal law regulating wirelesscommunications facilities since
the enactmentoftheTelecomAct; and

Sincetheenactmentof theTelecomAct and theTown first regulated WirelessCommunications Facilities
through the adoption of Section 3.10 of this Bylaw, the wireless telecommunications industry has
experienced rapidly evolving technology, a demand for a substantially expanded range of wireless
communications services,anda resulting increasein demandfor siting additional wirelessfacilities; and

The Town of Acton hasa limited number of potentialsiteswhich would be suitable for the construction
ofwirelesscommunicationsfacilities; and

SaidSection3.10and the Town’s related land useregulations cunently in effect are no longer adequate
for the appropriateregulation of such changing wireless communications industry, nor do they provide
sufficient definitive criteria with which the Town’s Planning Board andZoning Board of Appeals can
properly evaluate and condition the siting and design of these new generations of wireless
telecommunicationsfacilities; and

The Town needsadequate time to conduct a comprehensivcstudy to review, re-evaluate and consider
possibleamendmentsto thecurrentprovisions of this Bylaw governing thc permitting andconstruction of
new Wireless Communications Facilities to adequately and appropriately address the concerns of the
Town that suchcurrent provisionsof this Bylaw are no longer adequatefor thc appropriate regulations of
the rapidly changingtechnologiesand servicedemandsofthewirelesscommunications industry.

Now, therefore, and consistentwith the rationale provided above and consistentwith theTown’s powers
and authority under the MassachusettsZoning Act and the Telecom Act, and thc Town’s coincident
obligations thereunder, the Town adopts the following temporary moratorium with respect to the
permitting ofWirelessCommunicationsFacilities.



3.11.3 TemporaryMoratoriumProvisions

For so long as this temporarymoratorium remains in effect, no wireless communicationsfacility or
structureappurtenantor accessoryto a wirelesscommunicationfacility shallbe constructed,nor shallany
building permit, specialpermit, varianceor site plan approvaldecisionfor anysuch facility be issuedin
the Town of Acton.

3.11.4TemporaryMoratoriumExpiration

Unlessextended,continuedor modified by a subsequentactionof Town Meeting, the provisionsof this
temporarymoratoriumshall expireuponeither of the first to occurof: (a) the adoptionby Town Meeting
of (i) any amendment to Section 3.10 or (ii) any other amendment to this Bylaw’s wireless
communicationsprovisionsthat explicitly rescindsor replacesthis moratorium,and the approvalof any
suchamendment(s)by the MassachusettsAttorney General,or (b) April 15, 2008.

3.11.5Exemptions

WirelessCommunicationsFacilities and upgradesthereto, that are currently allowedwithout a special
permit as provided in Section3.10.5 (CategoricalExemptions)are exempt from the provisionsof this
temporarymoratorium.”

or takeanyotheractionrelativethereto.

SUMMARY
This Article would establisha temporarymoratoriumon the permittingof new wirelesscommunications
facilities including towers, antennasand related equipment used for transmitting or receiving
telecommunicationssignalswithin theTown of Acton.

Direct inquiriesto: RolandBarti, AICP, Town Planner
planning~acton-ma.gov/(978)264-9636

Selectmanassigned: PeterJ. Berry: bos~acton-ma.gov

Recommendations: Boardof Selectmen Finance Committee Plannin2 Board
Deferred Deferred Deferred

And you aredirectedto servethis Warrantby postingattestedcopiesthereoffourteendaysat leastbefore
the time of said meeting, in not less than six public placesin Town, to be designatedby the Boardof
Selectmen.

Hereoffail not, and makedue return of this Warrant,with your doings thereon,to the Town Clerk, at or
beforethe time of saidmeeting.

Givenunder ourhandsat Acton this twenty-seventhdayof April. 2007.

F. DoréHunter,Chair
LaurenS. Rosenzweig,Vice-Chair
Andrew D. Magee,Clerk
Peteri.Berry
PaulinaS. Knibbe

Board of Selectmen

A true copy, Attest: Constableof Acton


